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news release  

	
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
  PRESS CONTACT: Maggie Stapleton 

646-536-7864 x2; maggie@jensenartists.com 
	
American Composers Orchestra’s Commission Club Supports 

New York Premiere by Pulitzer Prize Winner  
Du Yun at Carnegie Hall 

 
Thursday, April 11, 2019 at 7:30pm 

Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall 
 57th St. and 7th Ave., NYC 

 
Tickets & Information: www.carnegiehall.org 

(http://bit.ly/ACOCommission)  
 
 

New York, NY – In the 2018-2019 season, American Composers Orchestra’s Commission Club will support Pulitzer 
Prize Winner Du Yun as she creates Where We Lost Our Shadows (co-commissioned by ACO, Carnegie Hall, The 
Kennedy Center, Southbank Centre, and Cal Performances) which will receive its New York premiere on April 11, 
2019 at Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall. A new multidisciplinary work for orchestra, film, and vocalists, Du Yun is 
composing Where We Lost Our Shadows with film captured by Ramallah-based Palestinian visual artist Khaled 
Jarrar, which documents the refugee crisis in Europe. The piece will be performed by ACO with singer Helga Davis, 
Pakistani Qawwali singer Ali Sethi, and percussionist Shayna Dunkelman. 
 
“Du Yun is one of the most exciting and creative voices of her generation, and as in our inaugural season of ACO’s 
Commission Club last year, we want the process and honor of commissioning composers to be open to everyone,” 
says ACO President Ed Yim. “This group will take a deep dive into the creative process through intimate, fun and 
social experiences.” 
 
Members of ACO’s Commission Club invest in the lifespan of a commission: from the composer’s first kernel of 
artistic inspiration to the realization of the music as a printed score, the early rehearsals and through the premiere 
performance. Collectively, the Club members support fees paid to the composer, printing and engraving costs, as well 
as rehearsal and production costs related to the concert premiere. Throughout the season, members are invited to 
exclusive preview events with the composer to learn about the composer’s vision, hear excerpts of the work in-
progress, and experience a full orchestral rehearsal of the piece before its premiere.  
 
Commission Club Membership is $500 ($300 for Young Professionals 40 years old and under) with the following 
benefits: 
 

• Enjoy insider’s access to the creative process with invitations to two preview events with composer Du Yun 
• Observe the composer interacting with conductor George Manahan, ACO musicians, and soloists Helga 

Davis, Ali Sethi, and Shayna Dunkelman with an invitation o attend a working rehearsal of the full score, prior 
to the premiere 

• A pair of tickets to the premiere performance on April 11, 2019 at Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall* 
• A hand-signed copy of the score with your name on the dedication page of the printed score 
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Each membership is for two people: the primary member and a guest.    
 
(*Fair market value of two concert tickets is $50; tax-deductible portion of gifts are $250 and $450, respectively.) 
 
To join the Commission Club, visit bit.ly/ACOCommission, or contact Lyndsay Werking by email at 
lyndsay@americancomposers.org or by phone at 212.977.8495 ext. 204. 
 
Commission Club 2018-2019 Dates 
 
Preview Event #1: Monday, October 15, 2018 / 6:00-7:30pm at a Private Residence 
 
Preview Event #2: Wednesday, January 23, 2019 / 6:00-7:30pm at a Private Residence 
 
Working Rehearsal: Wednesday, April 10, 2019 / 2:00-5:30pm at DiMenna Center 
 
New York Premiere Concert: Thursday, April 11, 2019 / 7:30pm at Zankel Hall 
 
American Composers Orchestra’s 2018-2019 Concerts at Carnegie Hall 
 
Friday, November 2, 2018, at 7:30pm 
Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall | 57th St. and 7th Ave., NYC 
Tickets & Information: www.carnegiehall.org  
 
George Manahan, music director and conductor 
Imani Winds (Valerie Coleman, flute; Toyin Spellman-Diaz, oboe; Mark Dover, clarinet; Jeff Scott, horn; Monica 
Ellis, bassoon) 
Meaghan Burke, voice 
Amber Treadway, director 
Storm Garner, costume designer 
 
VALERIE COLEMAN: Phenomenal Women Concerto for Wind Quintet and Orchestra (World Premiere, co-
commissioned by ACO and Carnegie Hall) 
JOAN TOWER: Chamber Dance (2006) 
ALEX TEMPLE: Three Principles of Noir (World Premiere, commissioned by ACO) 
 
Thursday, April 11, 2019, at 7:30pm 
Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall | 57th St. and 7th Ave., NYC 
Tickets & Information: www.carnegiehall.org  
 
George Manahan, music director and conductor 
Helga Davis, vocalist 
Ali Sethi, vocalist 
Shayna Dunkelman, percussion 
Khaled Jarrar, videographer 
 
MORTON FELDMAN: Turfan Fragments (1980) 
GLORIA COATES: Symphony No. 1, “Music on Open Strings” (1973) 
DU YUN: Where We Lost Our Shadows (N.Y. Premiere, co-commissioned by ACO, Carnegie Hall, The Kennedy 
Center, Southbank Centre, and Cal Performances) 
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The 28th Annual Underwood New Music Readings  
 
Thursday, May 23, 2019 and Friday, May 24, 2019 
NYU’s Loewe Theater | 35 West 4th St., NYC 
 
ACO’s Underwood New Music Reading & Commission gives emerging composers the rare opportunity to work with 
an orchestra through public readings, professional development workshops and feedback sessions with conductors, 
musicians and mentor composers. One participating composer receives a $15,000 commission and future performance 
by ACO. 
 
About American Composers Orchestra 
 
American Composers Orchestra (ACO) is dedicated to the creation, celebration, performance, and promotion of 
orchestral music by American composers. With commitment to diversity, disruption and discovery, ACO produces 
concerts, K-12 education programs and emerging composer development programs to foster a community of creators, 
audience, performers, collaborators, and funders. 
 
ACO identifies and develops talent, champions established composers as well as those lesser-known, and increases 
regional, national, and international awareness of the infinite variety of American orchestral music, reflecting gender, 
ethnic, geographic, stylistic, and temporal diversity. To date, ACO has performed music by 800 American composers, 
including over 350 world premieres and newly commissioned works. ACO recordings are available on ARGO, CRI, 
ECM, Point, Phoenix USA, MusicMasters, Nonesuch, Tzadik, New World Records, InstantEncore.com, Amazon.com 
and iTunes.  
 
In the 2017-2018 season, ACO presented two concerts at Carnegie Hall’s Zankel Hall, coproduced the NY premiere 
of the acclaimed opera Fellow Travelers in collaboration with the PROTOTYPE Festival, and celebrated its 40th 
Anniversary Season with a gala concert at the Rose Theater at Lincoln Center. On the gala concert, the New York 
Times noted, “this essential ensemble has helped define what it means to be American in 2017, embracing gender, 
ethnic, national and stylistic diversity. [The] varied program offered exhilarating evidence.” The 2018-2019 season 
brings premieres of works by Alex Temple, Pulitzer Prize Winner Du Yun, and Valerie Coleman as well as works by 
American icons such as Joan Tower and Morton Feldman. 
 
Through the Underwood New Music Readings each year, ACO selects up to six emerging composers to travel to New 
York City to meet with artistic staff, orchestra members — including the conductor and mentor composers — and 
spend three days working with the orchestra. At the program’s conclusion, two composers are awarded $15,000 
commissions to write new works to be performed by ACO in a future season. Nationally, EarShot enables orchestras 
across the country to identify talented young composers. With guidance from ACO, partner orchestras – such as the 
Detroit Symphony, the Berkeley Symphony and the Buffalo Philharmonic – undertake readings, residencies, 
performances and composer-development programs that speak directly to their communities and leverage local 
resources. A new platform for commissioning participants of EarShot readings is slated to begin in the 2018/2019 
season. 
 
For nearly two decades, ACO has brought composers and musical teaching artists into New York City public schools 
through Music Factory. Students in Brooklyn, Bronx, Manhattan and Queens, work directly with professional 
composers to create and perform original music. ACO also offers the intensive Compose Yourself seminars, during 
which high school composers will participate in hands-on composition classes, culminating in a performance of 
student compositions played by ACO’s professional musicians. 
 
For more information, visit www.americancomposers.org. 
 

# # # 
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This press release is available online at www.americancomposers.org/press-media 
 

The New York premiere performance of Du Yun’s Where We Lost Our Shadows is made possible with lead funding 
from Morgan Stanley, with additional support from the Howard and Sarah D. Solomon Foundation, and ACO’s 2019 

Commission Club. 
 

Institutional Support for American Composers Orchestra is provided by The Herb Alpert Foundation, Altman 
Foundation, The Amphion Foundation, Inc., The ASCAP Foundation Irving Caesar Fund, BMI Classical & the BMI 

Foundation, The Cheswatyr Foundation, The Edward T. Cone Foundation, The Aaron Copland Fund for Music, 
Deutsche Bank Americas Foundation, Alice M. Ditson Fund of Columbia University, Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels 

Foundation, Ford Foundation’s Good Neighbor Committee, Fromm Music Foundation, Ann and Gordon Getty 
Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, Francis Goelet Charitable Lead Trusts, Jephson Educational Trust, League 
of American Orchestras, MAP Fund, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Morgan Stanley, New Music USA, Pacific 

Harmony Fund, Rexford Fund, Rolex Institute, The Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation, and The Women's Philharmonic 
Advocacy. 

 
ACO programs are made possible with public funds provided by the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs 
in partnership with the City Council, and New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew 

M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 
 

american composers orchestra 
Derek Bermel, Artistic Director | George Manahan, Music Director | Edward Yim, President 

Dennis Russell Davies, Conductor Laureate | Robert Beaser, Artistic Director Laureate  
494 8th Avenue, Suite 503 | New York, NY 10001 

Phone: 212.977.8495 | Web: www.americancomposers.org 
 
 


